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Tis’ the season to leave 
this awful year behind
Janis McMath
Editor-in-Chief
The year of 2020 has completely ruined the word “unprecedented” for me. The 
last 365-and-change has been a difficult 
one for much of the population, and the 
Other Press has certainly faced its own 
share of issues behind the scenes—we’ll 
hopefully be able to detail these more 
thoroughly in 2021. Through it all, the 
staff of this paper has persevered and 
continued to put out a quality effort each 
and every week. It’s probably the season 
and all the mushy Hallmark movies I’ve 
been streaming directly to my prefrontal 
cortex, but I just wanted to take a moment 
and say thank you to both our amazing 
staff and faithful readers! Have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy Holidays from the 
Other Press!
On to Cincinnati,
JANIS
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news // no. 3
• Have a merry Christmas despite 
COVID-19
• An overview and update on Trudeau’s 
third ethics scandal
...and more
Timothy Easling
Senior Columnist
COVID-19 total deaths remain relatively low as mandatory mask orders and 
lockdowns become common across 
Canada. It is important to keep in mind 
that the government data shows COVID 
still predominantly affects those of 
advanced age and weakened states, not 
those of average age or really even those 
who are over 60 but healthy. 
British Columbia has suffered 86 
deaths from 4,914 cases (1.8 percent fatality 
rate) since December 1 as Provincial 
Health Officer Bonnie Henry’s two-week 
health order from November 19 has seen 
its second extension—now supposedly to 
end on January 8, 2021 at midnight. The 
population of the province is 5,147,712. 
On November 30, Henry stated that 
the majority of deaths were in long-term 
care. Since then, as throughout the entire 
pandemic, the government has still not 
taken any measures to specifically protect 
the most vulnerable Canadians. Alternative 
actions such as complete isolation and 
healthcare workers who could remain 24/7 
in these closed systems to care for and 
protect Canada’s at-risk citizens have not 
seen implementation. Instead, the country 
has seen broad lockdowns that appear to 
have little-to-no effect on these vulnerable 
populations as the death counts continue 
to climb.
During the initial wave until June 1, 
BC suffered 164 deaths over 2,573 cases. 
From June 1 until September 10, the 
province had an additional 49 deaths over 
4,151 cases. Over the last few months, the 
province has seen a massive uptick in 
masking, restrictions, and lockdowns, but 
the virus does not appear to be affected 
by government efforts to crack down on 
it. The entire year of COVID in BC until 
September 10 added up to 6,724 cases and 
213 deaths. However, since then and the 
various restrictions, there have been 31,428 
cases and 312 deaths.
Also of note is that the provincial 
health orders are confusing when it comes 
to certain gatherings. 
“The order does not restrict formal 
meetings. They can continue to operate 
with COVID-19 safety protocols and a 
maximum of 50 people in attendance. This 
includes: City council meetings, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Group support meetings, 
Business meetings,” however, “Religious 
in-person gatherings and worship services 
are suspended under the order.” 
A religious gathering, regardless of 
whether the location is little more than a 
few thousand square feet in a small church 
or thousands upon thousands of square 
feet in a cathedral, is banned—the number 
of people is irrelevant, even if it’s just five 
people in a giant room. The rules change 
again if it’s a wedding, funeral, or baptism 
though; if such is the case, 10 people are 
allowed to attend. Simultaneously, up to 
fifty people meeting for “business” in a few 
hundred square feet is fine. On an ironic 
note, AA meetings are permitted, even 
though many occur in churches. 
Grocery stores, retail outlets, and 
restaurants (with no masks) are allowed 
remain open if they have COVID safety 
measures in place such as hand sanitizing 
stations, screens, and spaced-out seating, 
but religious institutions—despite 
being critical to many citizens’ mental 
health—have not been afforded the same 
opportunity. 
On to stats for the week.
Unless stated otherwise, all statistics 
in this piece are from available government 
data with age demographics (99.9 percent 
of cases). From December 1 to 7 there have 
been 867 deaths, and 96.1 percent of those 
(833) are from those 60-and-up—often 
in long term care homes (LTCs), acute 
care, or assisted living, and with multiple 
comorbidities; the risk of dying for 
Canadians who are neither of advanced age 
nor weakened states continues to remain 
low. Canada has suffered 12,626 deaths 
from COVID-19—and saw 8,511 deaths in 
2018 from Influenza and pneumonia. The 
population of Canada is 38,005,238.
Countrywide from December 1 
to 7, the 0-39 age bracket suffered 7 
more deaths, the 40-49 age bracket, 7, 
and the 50-59 age bracket, 20. The low 
fatality rate of the disease for those not 
of ill health continues to be illustrated by 
the thousands upon thousands of cases 
recorded with no consequences; the 0-39 
age bracket saw 25,101 more cases, the 40-
49 age bracket had 6,994 more, the 50-59 
age bracket observed 6,265 more, and the 
60+ age bracket recorded 9,783 more. Just 
from the last week of cases, the fatality 
rate for each bracket in relation to its 
case numbers was 0.03 percent (0-39), 0.1 
percent (40-49), 0.32 percent (50-59), and 
8.5 percent (60+). Further emphasizing 
the low risk of death to many Canadians, 
there were 38,360 cases from 0-59 and 34 
deaths—which works out to a fatality rate 
of 0.09 percent.  
Hospitalization increases remained 
relatively steady with previous weeks—
and with almost none of them (again, for 
those not of weakened states) resulting in 
death. The vast majority (68.9 percent) of 
hospitalizations were from the 60-and-up 
age bracket (1,954 more) with the lower age 
brackets registering small totals: 0-39—416 
more, 40-49—211 more, 50-59—316 more. 
ICU admittances remained much the 
same with only 498 more. Of those 498, 
64.7 percent (322) were from the 60+ age 
bracket. The remaining 176 cases were 
divided among the lower age brackets: 
0-39—37, 40-49—46, and 50-59—93.
Influenza (responsible for 8,511 deaths 
in 2018—approximately half of what 
COVID is on pace for) has been drastically 
down this year. The average from week 
35-48 over the last six years has been 2,170, 
but this year has seen only 32. Based on the 
data, there is a likelihood that COVID-19 
numbers have been merged with Influenza 
figures. 
COVID-19 update
 › Health order inconsistencies
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An overview and update on 
Trudeau’s third ethics scandal
Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
On December 1, Vancouver is Awesome reported that “Free Meng Wanzhou” 
protests were taking place in Vancouver 
to contest her extradition. Indeed, the 
“Free Meng Wanzhou” campaign is 
organized by left-leaning groups such 
as Hamilton Coalition to Stop the War, 
World Beyond War, and the Canadian 
Foreign Policy Institute. According to their 
website, protests are being held in seven 
other Canadian cities as a “Cross Canada 
Campaign to Free Meng Wanzhou.” 
Wanzhou was the Chief Financial 
Officer for Huawei Technologies and was 
arrested in the Vancouver International 
Airport on December 1, 2018. Her arrest 
was requested by the US citing fraud in 
international sanctions against Iran and 
they want to see her extradited to the US. 
Within the same month, she made her 
$10 million bail and is now under house 
arrest in her property in Vancouver. Nine 
days after her arrest, Chinese authorities 
arrested and detained Michael Spavor, 
a Canadian entrepreneur, and Michael 
Kovrig, a former Canadian diplomat who 
now faces charges for allegedly spying. 
Both are being held in jails in China. 
Many believe this was done in retaliation 
for Wanzhou’s arrest. Another Canadian, 
Robert Schellenberg, was sentenced to 
death in China one month after her arrest 
for alleged drug smuggling charges, though 
he has maintained his innocence since his 
arrest in 2014. 
The Hamilton Coalition website 
states the protest in Vancouver was held 
at 2112 West Broadway outside of Liberal 
MP’s Joyce Murray’s office. They also 
claim the Vancouver Peace Council and 
Red Braid Alliance attended the protest 
making 20 participants in total. The group 
claims that releasing Wanzhou would 
improve China and Canada’s relationship 
and steer Canada away from a possible 
cold war with China. Protests were held 
on December 1 to commemorate the day 
Wanzhou was arrested. 
That’s not the only “Free Meng 
Wanzhou” protest to happen this year. In 
January, a similar protest was held at the 
BC Supreme Court. It was later revealed 
that the protestors were actually paid 
actors who were told they were to be 
playing background extras in a movie. It 
was when reporters showed up and started 
questioning them that they understood 
what was going on. “A CBS reporter 
approached me and my friend and she 
started interviewing us. And it was in those 
moments and questions where I started 
realizing, okay, if this was background work, 
they wouldn’t need detail on background 
people,” said Julia Hackstaff in a CBC article, 
one of the paid actors who participated in 
the protest. “And then I started realizing, 
wait, no one called ‘action.’” In November, 
there were also online events known as 
“Zoom to free Meng Wanzhou” held with 
political leaders such as Green Party’s Paul 
Manly and NDP’s Niki Ashton in attendance 
as a speaker.
On November 24, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said he stands behind 
Canada arresting Wanzhou. “Do I regret 
that Canada followed its laws? Do I regret 
that Canada lived up to a long-standing 
extradition treaty with our closest ally? 
Absolutely not.”
Free Meng Wanzhou protests  
held in Vanco ver
 › Huawei CFO arrested in 2018 for going against US sanctions in Iran
Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
Many items have experienced shortages throughout the course of this 
pandemic. First, it was toilet paper—now, 
Canada is facing a Christmas trees shortage 
just in time for the holiday season. 
Because of the high demand causing 
a shortage, Christmas trees will be more 
expensive this year as well. Farmers report 
they’ve also had to raise their prices up 
to $5 more. Because of this, farmers also 
anticipate that this will be a record year 
for them. For instance, the Canadian 
Christmas Tree Growers’ Association says 
they struggle to keep up with the demand 
and that’s something that goes back to the 
2008 recession. Because of the recession, 
the demand for trees then was not as high 
and less trees were planted as a result. The 
demand has now since doubled from $53 
million in 2008 to $100 million in 2020. 
The grower’s association did not predict 
this increase which is a cause for concern 
considering how long it takes to grow these 
trees, according to the tree association’s 
executive director Shirley Brennan. “It 
takes 10 years to grow a tree,” she said in an 
article to CBC. “When the demand is up, 
we just can’t plant them fast enough.” 
On top of that, Christmas and New 
Years will also be vastly different this year 
as Bonnie Henry has also extended the 
ban on social gatherings order to January 
8, 2021 on account of the rise in reported 
active cases. Henry acknowledges the 
impact this will have on many people’s 
celebrations but encourages them to 
connect with families virtually. 
Henry also says the first Pfizer COVID 
vaccines are coming to BC and could be 
here as early as next week. The vaccine will 
be free in Canada, not mandatory, and 
available to whoever wishes. It requires two 
doses, one taken 21 days after the first and 
it said to have a 95 percent effectivity rate, 
as claimed by the company. It is unclear 
how long the vaccine will protect people 
for. “We cannot say anything about that, 
because the only track or monitoring 
of this vaccine has been for two, three 
months,” says UBC professor in the 
infectious disease division Horacio Bach in 
a CTV News article. “We know that people 
that already recover from the disease... the 
level of protecting antibodies is fading and 
disappearing in around six months. That is 
in general.”
Have a merry Christmas despite COVID-19
 › Christmas tree shortages, vaccines, and public health orders extended this holiday season
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An overview and update on 
Trudeau’s third ethics scandal
 › Accusations in parliament, destroyed documents, and a lack of oversight
Janis McMath
Editor-in-Chief
The WE Charity scandal investigation has been up in the air since June, and it seems that it will 
continue on that trajectory in the new year. Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s third ethics scandal 
began when the charity formerly known as Free the 
Children was awarded the contract to oversee the 
Canada Student Service Grant (CSSG). WE Charity 
would have received $43.5 million had they been 
able to go through with administering the program.
The controversy began when it was discovered 
that both Trudeau and then finance minister Bill 
Morneau had familial ties to the charity. Multiple 
members of the Trudeau family have been 
confirmed to be paid for speaking at multiple WE 
events collectively for $283,400; Morneau’s two 
daughters were both connected to the charity—
one as a paid contractor and another as an unpaid 
speaker. Morneau and his family and Justin 
Trudeau’s family members also had taken trips 
that the charity had paid for—with “Margaret, 
Alexandre, and Sophie Grégoire Trudeau being 
reimbursed more than $200,000 in expenses” 
according to CBC.
Originally, the charity (run by Marc Kielburger 
and Craig Kielburger) claimed that neither Trudeau 
nor any of his family members had been paid for 
those speeches (but wife Grégoire Trudeau had her 
travel reimbursed) but later, WE Charity changed 
their statement and admitted that the Trudeau 
family had made money from speaking at those 
events. Bill Morneau claims that he did not realize 
that he had not paid for the trips; he paid the 
$41,000 the charity had put up for Morneau when 
media outlets began reporting on the scandal.
The two had not recused themselves from 
discussions about using WE Charity for the CSSG 
even though they had familial ties. In said cabinet 
discussions, Trudeau had stated that “when our 
public servants looked at the potential partners, 
only the WE organization had the capacity to 
deliver the ambitious program that young people 
need for the summer.” This statement has been 
met with criticism, however. In an interview with 
the CBC, Paula Speevak—president and CEO of 
Volunteer Canada—states that WE approached 
her organization for help and was willing to pay 
for Volunteer Canada’s services. She says that WE 
charity wanted Volunteer Canada’s contacts in 
establishing relationships between students and 
organizations that needed volunteers. Speevak 
voiced her concerns regarding the repetitive work 
WE charity would have been doing, considering 
that many volunteer organizations already have 
laboured to create large volunteer databases.   
The contract was never remade, and many 
students missed out on the cashflow opportunity 
because of the scandal. In September, the 
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Kielburgers had to pull all of their Canadian 
operations. On July 22, documents were requested 
but an extension was granted; on Aug 19 they 
were received—but many were full black pages 
with much redacted information. Conservative 
finance critic, Pierre Poilievre, criticized the 
Trudeau government for offering so many blacked 
out pages to the committee to review. Opposition 
argued that the redactions should be “considered 
a breach of the [finance] committee’s privileges” 
according to Global News, and Pierre Poilievre 
proposed a compromise: “Why don’t we take all 
of those documents the government has said 
are cabinet confidential and let’s just put them 
aside. Let’s just put them aside for now and give 
the other 54 percent to the parliamentary law 
clerk.”  Liberal Government House Leader Pablo 
Rodriguez has confirmed that they will be doing 
this, but with certain stipulations: “We have now 
agreed to send unredacted documents to the Law 
Clerk, except those that were redacted to protect 
cabinet confidences and unrelated material as 
already allowed by the committee motion.” Poilievre 
offered a criticism on these stipulations but has 
since accepted they will do that for now; “The only 
difference is that Mr. Rodriguez is claiming that he 
can decide what is ‘unrelated.’ That’s the key sticking 
point. But if these documents that he wants to cover 
up are really unrelated, why were they included in 
the original bundle and blacked out?”
A lack transparency and proper review 
is seen several times in this ethics scandal. 
According to Michael Barrett, Conservative MP 
and committee member, it was also found that 
legally ordered documents about the speech 
were destroyed. Speakers’ Spotlight requested 
an extension in releasing the documents, and 
the committee granted that extension. “On 
the eve those documents were to be released 
to the committee, and on the day illegally 
redacted documents were released to the finance 
committee, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
prorogued parliament,” Barrett states. Speakers’ 
Spotlight actually said that the documents were 
ready—but then on Nov 9 it was discovered that 
many of those documents were destroyed.
Another recently surfaced point of 
controversy is that the federal grant given to the 
WE Charity was never reviewed by the Treasury 
Board and was simply approved by Youth Minister 
Bardish Chagger—even though the board 
commonly oversees such federal spending. As 
Global News reported on, Treasury Board officials 
highlighted in a document released on May 4 
that they found that WE charity did not “have the 
capacity to undertake this work.” 
At the beginning of this month, during a 
debate in the Senate about a motion to investigate 
WE Charity’s federal funding, Quebec Senator 
Leo Housakos accused Trudeau of being 
a “bribe taker.” This caused senators in the 
cabinet to shout “Shame!”. These other senators 
were offended at the criminal implications of 
Housakos’ accusation—and Quebec Senator 
Pierre Dalphond  demanded an apology—but 
Housakos was firm in his statement. Taking it 
further, Housakos stated that he would repeat his 
accusations outside of the Senate—where there 
is no parliamentary privilege to protect him from 
criminal or civil liability. The senator stated that 
he’d welcome a libel suit from Trudeau, stating 
that he’d “be more than happy to see him in a 
court of law and cross-examine [Trudeau]."
SportS
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
One of the greatest soccer players of all time has died. Diego Maradona—the star diminutive Argentine 
player whose performance at the 1986 World Cup in 
Mexico earned him prestige and worldwide attention—
died of a heart attack on November 25.  
Two weeks before his death, Maradona was released 
from a Buenos Aires hospital following brain surgery. 
Maradona was not big in stature (five feet, five inches 
tall), but on the soccer pitch he was a giant. Maradona 
often would exploit the weaknesses of his opponents. His 
low centre of gravity was an asset. He was able to change 
direction quickly, making it difficult for opponents to 
defend him. He was explosive when he carried the ball—
accelerating and dribbling quickly past several players. 
Maradona was also a dangerous penalty kick taker and 
free kick specialist. He is worshipped and considered 
a God in his home country of Argentina. Maradona is 
respected so much for his accomplishments on the soccer 
pitch that he was named FIFA Player of the Century 
(along with Pelé) in December 2000. 
Tributes poured in on social media from many great 
soccer players. Pelé posted his thoughts on Twitter: “What 
sad news. I lost a great friend and the world lost a legend. 
There is still much to be said, but for now, may God give 
strength to family members. One day, I hope we can play 
ball together in the sky.” Lionel Messi posted on Instagram, 
“A very sad day for all Argentines and football. He leaves us 
but does not leave, because Diego is eternal.” And Cristiano 
Ronaldo posted on Instagram, “Today I say goodbye to a 
friend and the [world] says goodbye to an eternal genius. 
One of the best ever. An unparalleled magician. He leaves 
too soon, but leaves a legacy without limits and a void that 
will never be filled. Rest in peace, ace. You will never be 
forgotten.” 
To understand the greatness of Maradona is to be 
cognizant about his background. He was born on October 
30, 1960 in Lanús, Argentina. He was the fifth of eight 
children, grew up in poverty, and was raised in Villa 
Fiorito—a shantytown on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. An early fateful moment occurred when young 
Diego, for his third birthday, received a gift from his uncle 
Cirilo: a soccer ball. For the young Maradona, the game of 
soccer was a way out of hardship. At the age of 15, he would 
make his pro soccer debut for Argentino Juniors. Maradona 
later played for other club teams: Boca Juniors (two stints), 
Barcelona, Napoli, Sevilla, and Newell’s Old Boys. During 
his seven seasons with Napoli, he led the team to its only 
two Serie A titles in 1987 and 1990. He also led Napoli to 
the 1989 UEFA Cup title.      
In 1978, Argentina won the World Cup on home soil. 
Maradona was a 17-year-old, but did not play. Argentina 
head coach, César Luis Menotti, felt the young soccer 
prodigy was too young and inexperienced. Maradona 
would get the opportunity to play for his country in the 
1982 World Cup in Spain. Unfortunately, his World Cup 
debut would end prematurely. In a second-round match 
against Brazil (Brazil would win by a score of 3 to 1), 
Maradona received a red card after delivering a vicious kick 
at the groin of Brazilian midfielder, Batista. 
Redemption for Maradona would occur at the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico. It was his zenith as he led Argentina 
to a World Cup victory over West Germany—the final score 
was 3 to 2. Maradona scored five goals in the tournament 
(he also won the Golden Ball award as tournament MVP). 
However, the tournament did not go without controversy. 
During the quarterfinal match against England, Maradona 
scored Argentina’s first goal by punching the ball with his 
left-hand past England goalkeeper, Peter Shilton. England 
players protested to the referee, but to no avail. The goal 
counted. The controversial goal would become famously 
known as the “Hand of God.” 
However, Maradona’s second goal was a spectacular 
individual effort. It is considered the greatest goal ever 
scored at a FIFA World Cup tournament. Maradona, after 
getting possession at mid-field, proceeded to quickly move 
the ball downfield. He dribbled past five English players 
before scoring while falling. Former England striker, 
Gary Lineker, played for England against Maradona in 
that controversial game. In the 2006 BBC documentary, 
When Lineker met Maradona, Lineker praised the star’s 
spectacular goal: “It’s probably the one and only time in 
my whole career that I felt like applauding the opposition 
scoring a goal.”    
Unfortunately, Maradona’s off-field problems would 
often overshadow his on-field exploits. In 1991, Maradona 
failed a doping test and was banned for 15 months. He 
then admitted he had a longtime cocaine addiction. In 
the 1994 World Cup in the US, Maradona was banned 
from the tournament after testing positive for the banned 
substance, ephedrine; it was the end of the superstar’s 
international career. In 91 appearances for Argentina, 
Maradona scored 34 goals. He retired from professional 
football in 1997, having played two seasons in a second 
stint with Boca Juniors.    
In his retirement in 2008, Maradona managed 
Argentina’s national team—qualifying for the 2010 World 
Cup in South Africa. Argentina would lose to Germany in 
the quarterfinal by a score of 4 to 0. After Argentina’s exit, 
Maradona’s contract was not renewed. In 2019, he coached 
the Argentine Primera División club, Club de Gimnasia y 
Esgrima La Plata.
Maradona was magnetic and mesmerizing; a brilliant 
once-in-a-lifetime star who captivated football lovers 
worldwide. He also proved that he was not infallible and 
was capable of making mistakes because he was human. 
No matter what Maradona did in his personal life, it will 
not overshadow his achievements and greatness on the 
soccer pitch. As millions of fans mourn his death, they will 
remember number 10 as one of the greatest soccer players 
who ever lived.
• Brilliant football superstar dies at age 60
• The Royals did a lot before the 
pandemic hit
• Could the 2011 Vancouver riot have 
been avoided?
...and that's everything!
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Maradona
 › Brilliant football superstar 
dies at age 60 
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Maradona’s second goal was a spectacular 
individual effort. It is considered the greatest goal 
ever scored at a FIFA World Cup tournament.
issue 14// vol 47 sports // no. 7
Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
To conclude our discussion on the 2011 Vancouver riot, we are going to try our 
best to answer arguably the most important 
question: could the 2011 Vancouver riot 
have been avoided?
The answer to that question (from the 
sources and reports looked into for this 
article) is ultimately, no. In hindsight, no 
government institution and private firm 
could have really anticipated or controlled 
the magnitude of what transpired.
There were roughly over 150,000 
people in a public space (which included 
many intoxicated people and a segment of 
that group looking to stir up some trouble) 
who had just witnessed their team lose 
the final game of the season. When you 
consider the city’s history with riots after a 
sports loss and add in social media where 
people could share their reactions to that 
result instantaneously, some might say 
that’s a prerequisite for mayhem.
Another answer to that question 
is also described in Vancouver Police 
Department (VPD)’s “2011 Stanley Cup 
Riot Review”: “The solutions to preventing 
riots are much more complex than policing 
alone because the factors that can lead to a 
riot are so complex themselves.”
However, could the VPD and other 
public and private institutions have 
mitigated what transpired to some extent 
by being a little more prepared and 
cautious? Probably.
In the same “2011 Stanley Cup Riot 
Review” mentioned prior, the VPD states 
how there was essentially “no information 
that a riot would occur,” and that “few 
credible analysts have asserted, even in 
hindsight, that more officers […] would 
have prevented a riot given the massive size 
of the crowd.”
While it is understandable that 
the riot could not have been avoided 
entirely, one might raise an eyebrow at 
the notion that there was absolutely no 
inclination that a riot would occur. The 
city had witnessed a riot for essentially the 
same reason in 1994 when the Vancouver 
Canucks lost in game seven of the Stanley 
cup finals to the New York Rangers.
The size of the officers deployed 
on that day were based on “experience, 
information, and the professional 
judgment of VPD planning staff,” and 
Vancouver hosted a similar event when 
Canada played the United States in the 
men’s gold medal match and no chaos 
ensued then. One can say that it is not too 
far fetched to assume that there would be 
some looking to repeat history once again 
on that night.
The city hosted a public event for 
plenty of fans that had might have had 
a history of causing mayhem when their 
team lost, some of those people were likely 
going to consume plenty of alcohol. So, an 
argument can be raised on how that event 
should’ve been monitored a lot closer and 
perhaps preparing for a worst-case scenario 
would have been reasonable.
“Crowds poured into downtown most 
of the day at the rate of up to 500 people 
every 60 to 90 seconds from trains alone,” 
said John Furlong who co-authored the 
independent review of the incident titled 
“The Night the City Became a Stadium.”
Even when the riot did break out, “the 
transition was slow due to communications 
problems and location of the riot 
equipment in the packed streets,” said 
Douglas Keefe who co-authored the same 
report in a CTV News article. According 
to him it took 40 minutes for officers to 
transition into their tactical gear and the 
location where it was cached “was not a 
good location.”
However, although there are probably 
many other adjustments that the VPD, 
public institutions, and private firms 
could have made to mitigate the situation, 
hindsight is always 20/20. It is much easier 
to see the adjustments that should’ve been 
made looking back as someone who isn’t 
an expert on the situation. Thankfully, no 
one was killed, and the city fortunately 
had plenty of volunteers who were willing 
to help clean up and repair some of the 
damage that was done
Let us not let that take our eyes off the 
real root of the problem—which were the 
rioters themselves. They were the ones that 
made an already disappointing night into 
a much bigger problem that transcended 
hockey and hurt a lot people in many ways. 
All we can do now is hope that once the 
Canucks make the Stanley Cup finals again, 
the city will collectively be much more 
prepared to deal with the potential of this 
situation occurring again.
Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
Whether it was bringing home both a national and 
provincial championship, or hosting 
a jampacked provincial tournament, 
the Royals remarkably managed to go 
through this hectic year with some 
memorable moments. Although the 
year was unfortunately cut short, 
here are three of the top Royals 
moments from this calendar year:
Men’s basketball avenged last 
year’s loss, and then some
After coming off a heartbreaking 
loss in the PACWEST Provincial 
championship tournament the year 
prior, the men’s basketball team 
exceeded expectations this year. 
The team not only won its second 
PACWEST championship in three 
years but did so after winning almost 
every single game throughout both 
the regular season and provincial 
championships as they went a 
combined 20-1.
Women’s curling thrives on the 
national stage
In what ended up being the last 
Royals team to play in this calendar 
year, the women’s curling team 
ended this year on a high note as 
they won the 2020 Curling Canada 
championship. This team’s win was a 
historical benchmark for the Royals, 
as the women’s curling team’s victory 
marked the first time the Royals have 
won back-to-back CCAA National 
Championships in any sport.
PACWEST Tournament was one 
for the ages
In February, the Royals hosted 
this year’s PACWEST Volleyball 
Provincial Championships and the 
atmosphere was electric. Whether it 
was the Royals supporters bringing 
goosebumps with their “Let’s Go 
Royals” chants, Capilano’s three set 
comeback to win the men’s gold 
medal, the Royals women’s team 
giving it their all in the quarter final, 
or the Royals men’s team winning the 
bronze medal, this tournament was 
definitely a memorable one. 
As to when the Royals and the 
rest of the teams involved in the 
PACWEST will see more memorable 
moments like these is yet to be 
determined given the circumstances 
involving the pandemic. However, 
there is no doubt that this year the 
Royals gave us their all and will likely 
look to do the same once each of 
their respective sports resume.
Could the 2011 Vancouver 
riot have been avoided?
 › A complicated answer to a complicated situation
Top three Douglas College 
Royals moments from 2020
 › The Royals did a lot before the pandemic hit
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• ‘Superintelligence’ super dull
• A year’s worth of Devendra Banhart
• Who doesn’t love a humorous teen 
vigilante and binge-worthy series?
...and more
Joy to the world and  
terrible Christmas films for all
 › Christmas movies to marathon this season
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Hallmark movies are a blessing to the world. Well, to some people more than others. 
Anyone you ask will either be fully in love with 
them or hate them so much they get nauseous and 
proceed to ruin your day by complaining about 
how they’re all the same and super boring and blah 
blah blah…
Well, they pretty much are all the same. 
Similar actors playing similar roles with the same 
plotline (not to mention wearing the same green 
and red Christmas sweater on the movie cover). 
Though, that doesn’t mean they’re not also 
fantastic ways to get into the holiday spirit. For my 
cousins and I, we take them as an opportunity to 
drink the holiday spirit if you know what I mean 
(points for Hallmark-related drinking games). 
There are plenty of other studios that bring 
the best of terrible Christmas movies too, though, 
and a wide variety of these are on Netflix and 
Amazon Prime Video. 
Homeless for the Holidays is not a classic. 
It’s not iconic. However, you should still watch 
it, simply because of the “wtf,” factor. The main 
character, Jack Baker (already amazing), gets 
screwed over at his job and fired. Then, nearly 
bankrupt during the holidays, he picks up work 
at a fast-food burger restaurant. For a movie of 
this type, you don’t get very attached to the “good” 
characters, but wow is it easy to hate the “bad” 
ones. You can watch it on Amazon Prime Video.
The Princess Switch on Netflix (starring 
Vanessa Hudgens) is kind of fun? Normal girl 
goes on a trip and happens to run into girl who 
looks exactly like her—but is a princess! Princess 
hates her life, so they switch and bam! Sparks fly. 
I personally enjoy these escape movies a bit more 
than the usuals, so if you’re anything like me you 
might enjoy (hating on) A Princess for Christmas 
by Hallmark. 
Holidate is a new movie on Netflix starring 
Emma Roberts who is constantly berated for being 
the only single sibling with no prospect of falling 
in love to much of the dismay of her mother. In 
turn, she seeks out a “Holidate”—a partner solely 
existing for holiday family and friend gatherings so 
you won’t be alone. 
The Hallmark movie Cancel Christmas 
is about Santa Claus’ favourite holiday being 
cancelled because children have become too 
greedy. To this, Santa goes out of his way to teach 
two kids about the value of charity—as if simply 
teaching two kids how to be good people will turn 
the tides for the rest of the world. 
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To save Christmas, Santa goes out of his way to teach two kids about the value of charity—as if 
simply teaching two kids how to be good people will turn the tides for the rest of the world.  
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‘Superintelligence’ super dull
 › Another strikeout for the Falcone-McCarthy film series
    
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
Ben Falcone and Melissa McCarthy’s movie Superintelligence asks the question, is the 
whole world filled with average people, or is it just 
this specific part of Seattle? The movie revolves 
around an artificial intelligence choosing Carol 
to show it what is so great about people. The AI 
will destroy humanity if she fails to show him the 
value of humanity. So, Earth is done for. 
The AI has the voice of James Corden, who 
Carol loves. It is an apt choice considering Carol 
is supposed to be the most average woman in 
the world, so it makes sense that she would love 
an entertainer as stunningly average as Corden. 
However, everyone in this film is as average and 
dull as they come. Whether it’s Carol’s cardigan 
wearing friend Dennis, the flip phone sporting 
female president of the United States (don’t worry 
if you forget she’s a woman, as Dennis will remind 
you every time he is around her because despite 
her being average, she is the most awesome 
person ever for some reason *cough*woman 
president*cough*), or the love interest George 
who looks like a tourist in his own city with all the 
Seattle merchandise in his house, everyone here 
is proving to this AI that while humans may not 
be bad, they are certainly boring—much like this 
movie. 
If Carol can get together with George and 
stop him from moving to Ireland, then she will 
save the world. Towards the end of the film, it 
looks like she is not going to do it. However, the 
answer to the problem seems obvious and it 
never comes up. Why didn’t Carol just move with 
George to Ireland? She was looking for a job at the 
beginning of the movie, so she doesn’t really have 
anything keeping her in Seattle. She loves George, 
he loves her so why not just move to Ireland?
Despite the criticisms, there were endearing 
parts in the movie. The fact that the film was shot 
and set in Seattle was great and will likely bring 
fond memories for everyone wishing they could go 
to Seattle this year. Also, the scene where George 
meets Ken Griffey Jr. at the Mariners game, and 
the following bathroom pen clicking destruction 
scene were about the only funny scenes in the 
movie because they were rare relatable moments.
The true problem of this movie may be in 
who is behind the camera. Ever since McCarthy’s 
career took off with her Academy Award 
nomination for Bridesmaids, she has held a lot of 
clout in the entertainment industry. That clout 
has allowed her husband Falcone to appear as 
an actor-director tandem in many films starring 
McCarthy, including Tammy, The Boss, and Life of 
the Party. Just look at the Rotten Tomatoes scores 
of the films—they showcase how poorly Falcone’s 
directing has been received. 
The problem with these films is that there is 
just not enough plot meat on the bone for them 
to work. They are usually all the same kind of 
movies. Melissa McCarthy goes on a road trip, 
Melissa McCarthy is a boss, Melissa McCarthy 
goes back to college. This seems to be where the 
idea starts, and then it goes nowhere after that. 
The characters are mostly flat, and the humour 
isn’t there.
This article is not likely to reach or change 
the trajectory of the Falcone-McCarthy films. 
What will change it though is the entertainment 
industry itself, because if anyone thought that 
Superintelligence was premiering on HBO Max 
because of the pandemic, that would be wrong as 
Warner Bros announced that the film was going 
from a theatrical release to streaming before the 
pandemic was on the radar. Falcone and McCarthy 
said it was their decision to move to streaming 
but considering the quality of the movie, the 
theory that this decision was made with the hands 
of Warner Bros gently pushing them towards it 
cannot be denied. The move to streaming is as 
telling of a sign as any that the industry is starting 
to see the writing on the wall for this pair, and 
that if they don’t change fast, it will hurt both 
of their careers. Then again, they have a new 
movie coming out on Netflix and have a recently 
announced TV show deal with them, so maybe 
hoping for change via the industry is misguided.
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It is an apt choice considering Carol is supposed to be the most average woman in the world, so it 
makes sense that she would love an entertainer as stunningly average as Corden.  
arts // no. 10 theotherpress.ca
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
There are parts to the holidays that are the complete opposite of the merry, cherry, joy you always hear 
about. There’s snow, rain, cold, finals, big crowds, 
family, financial stress…
Before we delve into the darkness (which begins 
at 4 pm now apparently), let’s talk unusual but decent 
winter experiences.
Being snowed in
“3 Nights” by Dominic Fike
We don’t really get enough snow in Vancouver 
but say you have to drive to school from Abbottsford 
and the highway is a wreck, so you get trapped in the 
slippery snowstorm trenches of New Westminster. 
Well… Fike said it best. “Three nights at the motel / 
Under streetlights / In the city of palms.”
Walking through snow
“Prisoner” by Dance Gavin Dance
“Do you crave a greater reason to exist?” The first 
lyrics make you ponder as you begin your tumultuous 
trek through the Scott Road tundra. The soft beauty in 
the verses and chords reflecting the pretty snowy world 
around you versus the jarring heavy distorted sound in 
the chorus representing your body aches and cold sweat 
makes for a fun walk.  
Metal may as well exist just to help you with 
anything snow related once you become an adult. It’s 
just not fun anymore. It’s tiring to walk through, you 
can’t wear the shoes you wanted to so your legs are 
tired from wearing heavy Doc Martens all day, and lord 
help you if you don’t own Docs—have fun with those 
frostbitten toes and wet socks. Desgustang!
Driving in snow
"Hanging” by Nothing But Thieves
For sake of not crashing, metal may not be the best 
move. However, here’s a way to feel out the vibe and 
sing your frustrated heart out, seeing as you’re “hanging 
by a thread!” 
“Some days never end!” Especially if your car slips 
and you have to wait in the storm for a tow truck. 
“Over Yet” by Hayley Williams
“If there’s resistance / It makes you stronger / It’s 
not the end”
Whether it’s walking or driving, or simply existing 
this month—it’s the last hurrah before the new year 
hopefully cleanses all the bad that happened this year. 
As the song goes: “It’s the right time to come alive, baby 
if you wanna try to get out of your head. Yes, break a 
sweat. Baby, tell yourself it ain’t over yet!” Might just be 
the anthem to end 2020 on.
Non-holiday songs that 
are perfect for the holidays
 › We can’t listen to Bing Crosby all the time (but we can still try)
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
So
n
am
 K
al
o
ti
Udeshi Seneviratne
Illustrator
    
At first glance, you may be baffled by the show’s cover. The word “WAYNE” 
is printed in a Walking Dead-esque font. 
However, once you start to dive deeper 
into the show, you realize the title is as 
encompassing as it can be. The show is 
about, well, Wayne. 
So, who is Wayne? Take a look at this 
testimonial and you might get a sense of 
who he is.
“He once ate a frog in class. But not, 
like, Biology class. In English class.” 
“Utensils or no utensils?”
The 16-year-old is always up to no 
good. The opening scene shows Wayne 
shattering a glass window with a rock and 
immediately he gets beat up bloodily, only 
to stand up, brush it off, and break the 
remaining window before storming off. All 
this to take revenge on a cheating boyfriend 
of his dying father’s nurse. Throughout 
the series, you can look forward to more 
instances out-of-the-blue vigilante brute 
force from Wayne—such the crucifixion of 
a xenophobic driver to his van and beating 
up a bully with a trumpet. Even the kids in 
his high school are more terrified of him 
than their own principles. 
The show surrounds the journey of 
Wayne (Mark McKenna) and Del (Ciara 
Bravo), a foul-mouthed 15-year-old that 
gets looped into the 
chaos when she sells 
Wayne some cookies. 
Del’s mirroring 
brashness and 
aggression adds to the 
show’s hyperbolism, 
triumphantly showing 
her nearly cut off a 
kidnapper’s foot with 
a chainsaw. The two 
hop onto a bike and 
makes their way down 
to Florida to retrieve 
his father’s stolen ’79 
Pontiac Trans Am. We 
see the intriguing and 
ridiculous events that 
unfold as three search 
parties are conducted 
in search of the two 
rebellious protagonists. 
Wayne has 
immaculate character 
development. Among 
the three search parties, 
we see Del’s father—
who had his nose 
bitten off by Wayne 
(yes, actually bitten 
off)—go to great lengths to search for his 
beloved daughter and is accompanied by 
her two bickering brothers. We also see 
a police officer take pity on the boy and 
cashing in some holiday time to join in 
on the search. The final party consists of 
Wayne’s principle and the only friend he 
has at school, Orlando. Each episode along 
the series crafts us a glimpse into all the 
character’s lives, allowing us to see their 
own tinted motivations behind finding 
Wayne and Del. 
If you are not easily discouraged by 
Deadpool-style violence, thick Boston 
accents, and a heavy metal soundtrack, 
this show was hand-made for you. 
Wayne is addictive, engrossing, and just 
dysfunctional enough for you two to be on 
the edge of your seat at every twist. Wayne 
is currently streaming on Prime Video.
‘Wayne’: righting wrongs through 
a violent, yet charming fashion
 › Who doesn’t love a humorous teen vigilante and binge-worthy series?
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A year’s worth of Devendra Banhart
 › Looking at this psych-folk artist’s 2020 musical works
CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
It seems like a lot of artists took advantage of the time spent indoors that COVID-19 forced upon us. One such creative is 
Devendra Banhart. While his first 2020 single—a remix of “Love 
Song” from his 2019 album, Ma—was released in January prior to 
any of this quarantine madness began in the west, his subsequent 
releases came out well after the COVID-19 insaneness had already 
begun. I assume they were at least a partial by-product of the 
physical isolation that many experienced this year. Despite how 
these singles—“It’s Not Always Funny,” “Let’s See,” “Love Song 
(Helado Negro Remix),” and EP—Vast Ovoid—came to be, their 
sounds do not veer far from the all-over-the-place aesthetic of his 
previous albums. This makes these 2020 works a must-listen-to 
collection.
Banhart is a Venezuelan American freak-folk and visual 
artist. Most of his album covers are his own works. These images 
vary from abstract shapes in monochromatic backgrounds, to 
blue-ballpoint-pen-sketched characters atop blank white pages. 
“Let’s See,” and “Love Song (Helado Negro Remix)” exhibit similar 
cover works such as primary coloured line-painted flowers. “It’s 
Not Always Funny” arrays a disassembled man, unproportionate 
and hindering to Picasso’s primitive works. His EP, Vast Ovoid, 
similarly showcases floating human extremities, but also 
swimming eyeballs, a clown smile, as well as some other shapes 
that are oddly phallic. In 2015, Banhart published two art books 
which showcase lo-fi drawings (some of which are drawn on lined 
paper) as well as paintings, photographs of him and his pals, and 
other scraps of mixed-media.
Similar to this multi-creative’s unconventional approach to 
art, his music offers a similarly eclectic sound. Although Banhart’s 
currently released works are prototypically his, the vocals seem 
to have taken a woozy, Bob Dylan turn—most notably, in the 
tune “Let’s See.” The track begins by offering a delusion of brief 
ideas and isolated nouns: “Swatting a fly/With nuclear bomb/
Minimum eye/Pattern is gone/Thoughts carry on/Oblivion.” As 
the lyrics transform to be grammatically coherent, the rhythm 
slows down as melody concludes with an alteration of what could 
be Thrashy TV’s “Inside, Outside, USA” however due to its classic 
nature, is probably that of The Beach Boys’ “Surfin’ USA.”
The texture of “Let’s See” is thin, exhibiting simple and 
almost predictable guitar and keyboard progressions. That of 
“It’s Not Always Funny,” however, is much more intricate. Not 
only does the tune constantly contour, but it also showcases 
a larger ensemble of instrumentals. This increased thickness 
encourages the listener to not only listen to the track’s lyrics, but 
instead focus is shared between the tune’s poetry and the tangle 
of the instruments—most notably the trumpet. A complexity of 
xylophone, voices as instruments, synth, and other percussions 
are heard in the short tune “Vast Avoid.” Whereas ukulele is 
introduced into “Love Song (Helado Negro Remix).” 
This tune is a modified version of a track that was originally 
featured on Banhart’s 2019 album, Ma. The man who remixed 
the song was electronic artist Helado Negro. The online music 
publication, Pitchfork, cited Banhart’s description of this new 
version, and his review sounds like lyrics itself: “Helado Negro 
has made a rainbow out of frostbite, an orchid out of an Orc, a 
palace out of a pancake. In his reworked vision of ‘Love Song,’ it’s 
like he set the whole song free, gave it space to roam, way beyond 
where it once was.” Banhart’s 2020 tunes are complex—lyrically 
and instrumentally, and their album covers are worthy of framing 
and putting on the wall by themselves. These tracks are quick 
listens, why not give them your ear?
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Helado Negro has made a rainbow 
out of frostbite, an orchid out of an 
Orc, a palace out of a pancake.
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• How the ritual that increased migraines 
in December began
• Unusual art concerning ethics
• My first days of pandemic living
...and more
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
The purpose of art has always been an open-ended discussion. Some people believe that art is a means 
to create beauty or explore perception, others think 
art is meant to communicate feelings and expressions 
of political, philosophical, or spiritual ideas—but, 
sometimes, the purpose of art may simply not exist. Art 
is just something that we do. It also comes in many forms 
and many mediums, some bordering on science fiction. 
Genius and trailblazer in the art and science 
world, Dr. Gunther von Hagens, a physician, scientist, 
and forward thinker, is the inventor of Body Worlds. If 
you haven’t heard of Body Worlds before, it’s a highly 
successful, travelling art exhibit that features the preserved 
human body using plastination. This unusual process 
involves water and fat in the body (human or otherwise) 
being swapped out by certain types of liquid plastics that 
harden after vacuum-forced impregnation. The bodies 
are then fixed into a pose and baked using gas, light, or 
heat. Kind of like clay! As a result, the bodies hold their 
shape and will not decay or smell. Plastination truly is an 
unprecedented art technique to display human anatomy. 
Another odd form of art is saving the tattoos of 
deceased loved ones. Weirdly, it kind of makes sense—a 
growing number of people invest huge amounts of 
money and time into their tattoos as a permanent form of 
expression and beauty. Putting the creepy Ed Gein aspect 
aside, there are a couple of organizations and individuals 
providing this form of memorial art, including The 
National Association For The Preservation Of Skin Art 
and father and son mortician duo, Save My Ink Forever. At 
the request of the family, a participating funeral home will 
surgically remove the tattoo from the cadaver and send it 
to a lab for preservation. It’s then mounted and framed 
behind UV-protective glass. The process takes about three 
to four months. 
What about when we are not saving tattoos, but 
rather just using human skin for art? According to The 
Guardian, Fashion student Tina Gorjanc has taken out a 
patent to make clothes and accessories using celebrated 
couture designer Alexander McQueen’s skin. And that’s 
no joke! The designer died in 2010, and since then Gorjanc 
has made purses, coats, wallets, and more out of the 
deceased designer’s cloned DNA. 
Is using human skin for art ethical? What about 
everything but the skin? Well, Gunther von Hagens 
invented Body Worlds as a way to educate people about 
the human body from a perspective we do not get to see 
(behind the skin) and what effects a healthy versus an 
unhealthy lifestyle could have on our bodies. He also 
wanted to highlight that while inherently the same, 
everybody has their uniqueness—inside and out. That 
seems rather profound and perfectly ethical to me. In 
fact, it is the most unique way to provide people with a 
compelling reason to look after themselves better. The 
father-son duo from Save My Ink Forever claims that for 
them, it’s about granting the families wishes and helping 
them create memorable pieces of art. That seems nothing 
but sweet to me. Even Tina Gorjanc’s reasons, although 
creepy, seem rather glorifying and honourable to me—
she’s paying tribute to a famed designer. 
I believe that these unusual forms of art are all ethical, 
so long as the “showpieces” are collected with consent 
and treated with respect. When prepared in a respectful, 
educational, and meaningful way, the art becomes timeless 
regardless of what medium it is. Don Ferfolia, the attorney 
for Save My Ink Forever agrees, stating in an interview with 
Inked Magazine: “I know that some may believe that there 
is something ‘wrong’ with the excision and preservation 
process, but I feel that many may ask the same question 
about cutting locks of hair from a decedent or keeping 
some cremated remains from an individual who was 
cremated.” Ferfolia added, “As long as the excision is done 
in a responsible and respectful manner, which this process 
is, I feel that Save My Ink is acting in an ethical way.”
Some people might choose to believe that the 
purpose of art is to find yourself and then share that self 
with others; to memorialize yourself and make a mark on 
history. What better way to do just that than by donating 
your body (skin and all) to science, art, and inquiry. 
Human leather, tattoo preservation, 
and plastination—oh my!
 › Unusual art concerning ethics
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Craig Allan
Staff Writer
March feels like so long ago. I had just gotten back from a newspaper 
conference with the Other Press in San 
Francisco on the first of March and was 
getting ready to buckle down, as I was 
in four classes that winter semester and 
I needed to focus. There was still a lot 
of outside schoolwork I needed to do, 
including a job interview at a Vancouver 
touring company, and working my job at a 
movie theatre. Most of these occurrences 
would come to an end or face drastic 
change, and for me, that change started to 
rear its head on March 11.
March 11 was the first time the 
pandemic really came onto my radar. It 
stemmed from the diagnosis that National 
Basketball Association (NBA) Utah Jazz 
player Rudy Gobert had gotten the disease, 
leading to the suspension of the game 
between the Jazz and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder and the NBA season that night. 
That is when I knew this disease—which I 
had heard about but never really paid too 
much attention to—really became serious. 
But there was no time to dwell on it, 
as I had a presentation the next day in my 
marketing class. It was a presentation about 
selling a product—mine was candy (I got 
full marks for it). I decided to wear a suit 
for the assignment, so I decided—since I 
had the rest of the day free and was looking 
so fancy—to maximize the moment and 
go for an interview at a touring company 
who was doing on-the-spot interviews 
at their Vancouver office. The interview 
was the best I ever had; I was on the ball, 
answered my questions well, and had good 
questions to ask them. I could tell that the 
interviewer was impressed. Afterwards, 
I went to Patrons Tacos and Cantina, my 
favourite Mexican restaurant in Vancouver. 
As I ate my flauta, I watched the sports 
news coverage and found out that the 
National Hockey League and Major League 
Baseball had also suspended their play. 
On Friday, March 13, many post-
secondary institutions announced that 
they would be suspending in-person 
classes immediately; Douglas was not 
one of them. They were going to wind 
down their classes the next week. I woke 
up on Monday not wanting to get on the 
SkyTrain for my sociology class in New 
West. Luckily, my teacher announced on 
Blackboard that he was suspending the 
class for that day. It was good he made that 
decision early, because by 11:58 that day, 
the school had officially announced that all 
in-person classes were suspended. 
Since I lived close to the David Lam 
Campus, I decided to go down to the 
campus to get some answers from the 
students about how the pandemic was 
affecting them to use in an article. I came 
across a lot of very upset students, of 
which many had already left their houses 
before the in-person campus closures were 
announced and now were just working at 
school to make their journey to the campus 
worthwhile. The whole day was so surreal. 
Everyone gave off an aura of shock at how 
fast our individual worlds had changed 
and shut down. That night, which I spent 
at home since the paper’s usual Monday 
pitch meeting was cancelled, I heard the 
announcement that the movie theatre I 
worked at was shutting down, and I had 
been laid off. All of a sudden, 95 percent of 
my interactions had disappeared over just 
27 hours.
Telling this story now is a little ironic 
to me because in this past week, the 
experiences I had back in March have kind 
of come full circle. Last week I was laid off 
from my movie theatre job again due to the 
closures, I had another job interview that I 
thought went well, and things are starting 
to shut down again as the coronavirus cases 
begin to surge. I don’t know what is going 
to happen in the future, but I do know that 
the shock of this time does not hit as hard 
as it did back in March. I guess that comes 
with the territory of existing in the new 
normal of 2020.
My first days of pandemic living
 › A personal perspective on the beginning of COVID-19
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
During the past 33 years, CBC Vancouver has opened their doors to the public 
to show tours of the studio, film live 
programming, and collect donations for 
food banks around British Columbia. Every 
year, I go to the open house to donate 
to the food bank and talk to many CBC 
personalities that I am good friends with—
including former Editor-in-Chief of the 
Other Press, Liam Britten. Because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, CBC was not able 
to offer tours and accept food donations in 
person this year.
But the CBC was still able to do live 
programming and engage with everyone 
virtually at the 34th edition of CBC open 
house (which happened on December 4). 
For most of the day, I was listening to CBC 
Radio One and conducting Zoom calls 
with a lot of famous CBC personalities, 
some of which already know me because I 
have gone to the open house over the past 
couple of years.
Throughout the day, they played 
performances from earlier editions of the 
open house; at times, it was like watching 
web TV and at other times it was highly 
serious. After The Early Edition’s Stephen 
Quinn interviewed Provincial Health 
Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry and other guests, 
he hosted a conversation about wake-up 
songs for the morning and listening to Irish 
radio during dinnertime. We talked about 
Talking Heads and Quinn doing the show 
from home during the first wave (which he 
documented on Twitter).
Two hours later, CBC News 
Vancouver’s Mike Killeen and the weekend 
host in The National, Ian Hanomansing, 
had a conversation about the news this 
year, covering the coronavirus pandemic 
and major stories during their long 
careers. I asked both of them how this 
year impacted them, and Killeen was 
passionate when answering the question. 
He described the year with positive words 
and talked about how we have still gotten 
through the pandemic.
On the Coast’s Gloria Macarenko 
made a food platter with cheese and olives 
and was watching The Shopping Channel 
in the Zoom call. When I asked her how 
she was, she gave me a longer response 
and told me that she is making sure that 
she is safe and keeps herself entertained 
while the second wave is happening. Then, 
indigenous reporter Angela Sterritt had a 
conversation about how the food banks are 
important; she also talked about how the 
food bank had personally helped her in her 
early years.
When I asked Sterritt about 2020, 
she responded that she worked more 
at home and spent more time with her 
son. That Zoom call was like a nine-way-
conversation, and at that point, the open 
house had raised $1 million. It got more 
cheerful when Hot Air’s Margaret Gallagher 
did a sing-along and invited her brother, 
Glee star and Douglas College alumni, 
Patrick Gallagher as a surprise guest while 
filming her show. Margaret and I talked 
about the possibility of concerts and 
festivals coming back next year and how 
online concerts can still benefit the arts 
community.
The day ended with Dan Burritt 
having another conversation on this year—
but from a BC perspective. I asked him 
and the new host of the weekend edition 
of CBC News Vancouver at 11, Isabelle, how 
it feels covering happier stories during the 
pandemic. Both said that it is fun covering 
them and that they allow viewers to get 
through the pandemic with a laugh.
CBC Open House this year was 
heartwarming, and while many parts 
were a departure from the norm, having 
pleasant and meaningful conversations—
and celebrating the holiday season—stayed 
the same.
2020 CBC open house
 › Same open house, more conversations
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Experiencing COVID-19 lockdown 
in a foreign country
Comparing Dr. Bonnie Henry’s new restrictions to those in a collectivist culture
CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
I was living in Spain when COVID-19 first hit. I watched it travel across the globe, linger in Italy, then take over the country I was 
residing in. In mere days, many of our liberties were taken; the 
strange key to holding onto one of our freedoms, however, was 
owning a dog.  
In November, British Columbia’s health officer Dr. Bonnie 
Henry unveiled new COVID orders for the province. She asked 
that we do not welcome anyone inside our homes other than 
those who lived there. Henry did note that people living alone 
are allowed to have one or two people within their “bubble” in 
their homes. (And some instances like allowing your child home 
from university are not considered “social gatherings” so those 
are OK too.) And, while she noted that British Columbians were 
still allowed to go for a walk or bike ride outdoors, Dr. Bonnie 
suspended all events that did not relate to baptisms, funerals, and 
weddings—including those which had previously been okayed, 
such as the VanDusen Festival of Lights.   
Some found these new mandates confusing and 
contradictory. Henry had noted how moving into winter, the virus 
spreads easier since many activities have moved indoors. Yet, 
while yoga studios, spin classes, and other group activities are 
suspended, indoor dance classes and gyms remain open. How 
is it that these places remain open, while all in-person religious 
gatherings have been suspended? Not to mention that breweries, 
bars, and restaurants—places where one’s mask is off for nearly 
the entirety of their visit—have remained open, while arts venues 
have been ordered to close. Dr. Bonnie Henry has noted that 
she wants British Columbians to remain mentally and physically 
healthy during these times, but do these new orders abide by her 
words? Have other countries experienced such contradictions? 
Earlier this year, I had an apartment in Vic, Spain—a politically 
righteous city, located in the same region as Barcelona: Catalonia. 
Mandates for this area of Spain were different than other parts 
as this region has been fighting for independence from the rest of 
the country. On March 12, four municipalities in the region were 
ordered to confine themselves to their cities for 15 days. This 
decree was absolute: no one was to enter nor exit these areas for 
two weeks. Both the Spanish army and police blocked all roads 
leading into and out of these towns; going against this new order 
was impossible. 
The next day, university students in Vic still attended classes. 
However, we were told—mid-day—that we too were to be 
locked down for two weeks as per Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez’s orders. Despite Spain then being the second-highest 
infected country in Europe, many students—myself included—
thought that this two-week break was simply that: two weeks off 
of school. The following day, bars and restaurants began hosting 
at a third of their capacity, and beyond this I did not expect much 
to change. That day I was playing ping-pong at an outdoor court 
when a Spanish parks and recreation worker drove up with a 
roll of caution tape. He told me and my friends that he was told 
to quarantine all parks, and that we must promptly leave. We 
complied as he wrapped the green space in caution tape. He did 
the same to each of the benches. I was unaware 
that this event was just the beginning of the 
extremist restrictions that were to come; 
in that moment I found it comical, and 
over-exaggerated—film worthy if you 
will. I later learnt that all parks and 
gardens would be closed to the 
public for months to come.  
As the weekend ended, 
nearly all happenings and 
services in Vic had shut 
down, with the exception 
of grocery shops, 
hospitals, and some 
pharmacies. As the new 
week began, I also 
learnt that only one 
person per household 
was allowed to leave 
home at a time. 
My partner and I 
were walking to the 
supermarket when 
the police stopped 
us. They asked 
us why we were 
out of the home 
together, asked us 
where we lived, and 
reminded us that 
leisure walks and 
outdoor exercise were 
not allowed. The police 
also informed us that 
no more than a single 
person was allowed to 
leave home at a time, as 
well the regulation that the 
essential service which we 
were traversing to must be the 
closest one to our home. 
Succeeding grocery trips 
consisted of us walking on either 
side of the street, acting like strangers 
to one another until we reached the 
supermarket. These new restrictions were 
enforced by the new bombardment of police 
and military who patrolled the town. In time, these 
authority figures got to know which part of town each 
of the residents lived in. During one of our grocery runs, I 
watched a policeman stop a man to ask him why he was so far 
from his house. The policeman told him that he should instead be 
buying groceries at the shop closest to where he lives. 
Face masks are mandatory everywhere 24/7. Spain is the only country 
in Europe which has mandatory facemask for everything, everywhere. 
Every time you leave your house, facemask on—no exceptions. 
Leaving one’s house had to be justified by going to either 
the supermarket, pharmacy, hospital, or taking out the trash. 
Dog owners, however, were granted one more freedom than the 
rest of us: dog walks. Never had I wanted to own a dog so bad, 
nor had I ever been so pleased to simply take out the garbage. I 
never did get a dog, and perhaps that is a good thing; according 
to a study by the Environmental Research Journal, Spain-
residing dog owners were found to increase their 
chances of contracting COVID by 78 percent. 
These restrictions transformed Vic: once a 
medieval town alive with social events, 
religious festivals, and street markets, Vic 
was quickly turned into an authority-
administered ghost town. The 
gothic aesthetic of Vic added 
perfectly to the emptiness. 
Oddly enough, despite the 
region’s extremist response 
to COVID, and Vic’s 
compliance, the city 
currently has the highest 
amount of active cases 
in all of Catalonia. 
Springtime was 
a while ago, so how 
have the restrictions 
in Catalonia 
evolved? While 
their lockdown 
measures have 
lessened, those 
residing in this 
region are subject 
to daily and 
weekly curfews. 
In an online 
interview with 
the Other Press, 
Barcelona resident 
Paula Silvia Zeppa 
Sanchez explains, 
“from Monday to 
Thursday we can’t leave 
Catalonia, and from 
Friday 6 am to Monday 6 
am we can’t leave the city 
we are living in. Apart from 
that we have a curfew from 10 
pm to 6 am.” On the bright side, 
many of the services that were 
previously closed—such as bars, 
restaurants, non-essential shops, and 
public spaces like beaches and parks—are 
now open.  
“We are able to go to parks and the 
beach, but we have recommendations for what 
to do—like avoiding crowded places. So, if it’s quite 
full, it is better to avoid it. At the beach we have […] to 
leave two meters between towels […] we can only take the mask 
off when we are taking in the sun or in the sea,” said Zeppa 
Sanchez. She elaborates on the facemask mandate in saying that 
“face masks are mandatory everywhere 24/7. Spain is the only 
country in Europe which has mandatory facemask for everything, 
everywhere. Every time you leave your house, facemask on—no 
exceptions.” 
The new bar and restaurant mandates in Spain are similar to 
those which we are currently experiencing in Vancouver. When 
asked about these gastronomical spots, Zeppa Sanchez tells the 
Other Press: “They are open, but they are not operating as usual. 
Bars and restaurants are not in full capacity […] [instead they are 
at] 30 percent and no more than four to six people at one table.” 
She tells us that their hours of operation have also changed. 
“Normally bars and restaurants close at midnight, but now they 
close at ten and people can get there at maximum by nine.”  
The current Catalonia mandates seem to be similar to 
what we are facing in British Columbia during this time, but our 
numbers, however, vary a bit from theirs. On December 5, British 
Columbia reported 6,352 active cases whereas Catalonia reported 
8,745 on December 4. While the two provinces’ populations are 
similar—with BC having 5,071 million inhabitants, and Catalan 
having only two and a half million more at 7,566—the area of 
British Columbia trumps that of Catalan: 944,735 km2 versus 
32,108 km2. While this area is not proportionately shared 
between British Columbians as most of us are clustered into towns 
and cities, Catalonians not only have more active cases, but one 
could argue that their social culture seems to invite the spreading 
of the virus. In no way am I condemning them—this component 
of Spanish life is one thing that initially enticed me to study there. 
It is understandable that a culture that is highly social—both with 
everyday happenings but also with large-scale celebrations—
would cause the virus to spread at a faster rate. What is more 
effective in curbing the spread of the virus though, propagating it, 
or an entire culture’s collective intention to prevent it?
Catalan culture differs from individualist Canadian culture in 
that much time is spent with others. Siestas are real; the average 
person gets a multi-hour lunch break which is often spent sharing 
food and wine with friends and family. In the month leading up to 
the initial outbreak, carnivals occurred throughout the region. The 
week long sitges carnival, multi-day La Mercé festival, Festes de 
Santa Eulàlia, Sant Medir, the Women’s Day march, and numerous 
large-scale film festivals all took place in the weeks prior to the 
initial lockdown. Not to mention it was football (soccer) season. 
Mass crowds not only gathered in Camp Nou—a stadium with 
double the capacity of BC Place—but prior to (and following) each 
game, blocks surrounding the stadium were engulfed in football 
fans. These sorts of large-scale events seldom happen within 
British Columbia, not to mention that our society is much more 
individualistic, which one might  think would decrease the spread 
of the virus in terms of person-to-person contraction. 
One can say that our restrictions being almost synonymous 
with those in an area affected much worse—and whose social 
culture differs so greatly from ours—is uncalled for. The virus has 
been shown to “spread from an infected person to others through 
respiratory droplets and aerosols created when an infected person 
coughs, sneezes, sings, shouts, or talks.” Due to this transmission 
mode, it would make sense that the virus would spread quicker in 
collectivist cultures. It has been found, however, that the mindsets 
pertaining to these sorts of cultures have aided in engaging in 
practices meant to curb the spread this virus, since collectivism 
“places more emphasis on in-group vigilance […] and may 
contribute to people’s intention to prevent COVID-19.” 
Western countries are often labelled as individualist cultures, 
whereas Eastern countries are commonly classified as collectivist; 
Spain—despite being located in the West, is an outlier to these 
labels. The definitions of these terms are not limited to describing 
how individuals spend their time socially—they also cover how 
a population perceives and cares for others. The East (especially 
Asian countries) have seemed to beat COVID at a higher rate; 
what does that mean for us Westerners? Are our restrictions as 
absurd as they seem—contradictions aside? Will our individualistic 
mindsets betray us?
No one knows what the future holds, but one thing that 
we do know is that we want things to return how they were 
previously. This quote by Sanchez describes the drastic change in 
her country, and this feeling also resonates in Canada: “In Spain 
we greet each other with kisses, that has changed—no one gives 
kisses now, we just do the elbow touch or nothing.” 
Both the Spanish army and police blocked all roads leading into and 
out of these towns; going against this new order was impossible.
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Production Assistant
 › It makes me feel like it’s 
Christmas every day
Holidays are undoubtedly different this year. For me, that means no more going on the 
Christmas train or sitting on Santa’s lap. What can 
I do to turn my holiday spirit around? Enter advent 
calendar!
I have always wanted to own an advent 
calendar and some Funko Pop figures. So, this 
Harry Potter Funko Pop Advent Calendar 2020 is 
the gift of my dreams—from me to me.
I have been eyeing this calendar for months. I 
even marked the date of its release, October 15, 
so that I could order it right away. However, life 
happens. I was too busy with work and preparing 
for Halloween, so I missed the release date. When 
I realized that—days later—all the calendars were 
sold out on Canadian websites, such as Pop In A 
Box or Hot Topic. I had to do some digging, but I 
finally was able to backorder on Amazon US for a 
decent price.
After such hard work, I expected the content of 
the calendar to be beyond awesome. And with five 
windows opened so far, I can already conclude that 
it has met my highest expectations. This advent 
calendar makes me feel like a kid on Christmas 
day… for 24 days in a row!
For a full review of my advent calendar, look 
out for my next article in the Other Press’ first 
issue of 2021. Until then, happy holidays to you all.
issue 14// vol 47 life & style // no. 17
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Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
opinions // no. 18
• 2020: A historic and revolutionary restart
• No time to work
• What will 2021 bring?
...and more
Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
I know I missed this because COVID had me squirreled away in my house. I saw while walking up Commercial 
drive a billboard that first shocked then invited scorn from 
me. It was so simple and yet so strange; black background, 
four words written in white: “Am I a Racist?” I was shocked 
to see that someone had had the audacity to ask everyone 
who could read that question; it drew scorn from me 
when I realized that this was a serious effort from our 
government.
A CBC article describes it as a “public awareness 
campaign launched this month [November] by BC’s Office 
of the Human Rights Commissioner (BCOHRC).” The 
campaign was started November 16 using bus stops and 
billboards to ask these supposedly reflective questions.
The problem with these types of efforts (at least as I 
see it) is that they change a legitimate fight and good effort 
into some foolish slogan with a song and dance. I’m glad 
to say that most people are not racist. I would go so far as 
to say that though you (just like I) have some stereotypes 
and negative views we need to work on, neither of us are 
racists, nor would such a billboard cause an epiphany for 
those who actually are. All this does is transfer the goodwill 
of people towards a temporary guilt trip while twisting the 
best parts of progressivism into a lifestyle brand. This is 
not a slogan to be made t-shirt ready and plastered about 
as if it has no meaning, it’s a word that carries a long and 
serious history that has shaped our world and built barriers 
to literally keep a few people from succeeding. We should 
have better ways to address the real prejudice that exists.
There is no forthcoming introspection when the 
people who really need to be changed see this; people like 
Daryl Davis who make it their job to reach out and convert 
actual white supremacists are not aided by these types of 
ads. The racial justice of the ‘60s was not the result of a few 
bus stop signs and the last time I checked the majority of 
people knew instinctively that what happened to George 
Floyd was terrible. We don’t need this. 
But then I had to ask myself, who was this for? I 
realised almost immediately that it wasn’t really for the 
minorities; this isn’t meant to show solidarity to the roughly 
half of Vancouver’s population that isn’t white. No, this 
was meant to assuage the bleeding-heart progressive 
elites that sees phantoms of oppression everywhere but 
as Jay-Z once said: “wouldn’t bust a grape in a fruit fight.” 
All groups virtue signal, progressives just do it the loudest. 
In the aforementioned article, BCOHRC  Kasari Govender 
mentions that this was in part a response to the uptick in 
anti-Asian racism that occurred as COVID rolled threw 
Canada. Certainly we need to be concerned about that, but 
does anyone really believe that this will be the push that tips 
people into accepting others for who they are? Is this really 
the first step towards a better world?
Assuming that a better world really is the end goal, 
we must ask if this gets us any closer. One of the questions 
asked in this campaign is: “If I don’t see skin color, am I a 
racist?” As a black opinion writer, I think I am in a unique 
position to answer that question. No, you are not a racist 
if you don’t “see color.” In a perfect world, I can and would 
forget that I am black because it is unimportant in most 
situations. 
The fact that my skin color must be at the forefront 
of all interactions brings unnecessary racial dynamic to 
every situation. For some reason, the young liberal today 
thinks that the best world we can live in is one where the 
dynamics of race, self-description, and ability is the only 
one talked about and at the forefront of all interactions. 
I must be coddled in every conversation; I must need a 
billboard questioning everyone as to whether or not they 
are racist just so I can feel safe. But as James Baldwin once 
said: “A liberal [is] someone who thinks he knows more 
about your experience than you do.” Don’t get me started 
on conservatives though.
Well meaning and useless
 › Are you racist and will a billboard help that?
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Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
Here we are, inching closer and closer to the end of the year, and what a 
year it has been. Canceled Olympics, 
global lockdowns, global protests, a hotly 
contested election, and an ungodly number 
of celebrity deaths. This year came in and 
showed us all who the boss is. But what 
will the next year bring? Will the asteroid 
of Seeking a Friend for the End of the World 
(which took place in the year 2021) be 
around the corner? 
Though asteroids are hopefully 
off the table, the Trump legal team has 
done its best to close off this year with 
shenanigans and improbabilities more 
suiting a Mr. Bean rerun than a presidential 
send off. The Rudy Giuliani arc included 
high notes like an appearance in Borat, an 
impromptu press conference outside of a 
landscaping office (not to be confused with 
the actual Four Seasons), rivulets of hair 
dye running down his face, and I think a 
possibly inebriated witness rambling her 
way through a deposition. The former New 
York mayor has turned the daily news into 
an early SNL sketch. However, this may lay 
the groundwork for the next stop on the 
Trump train; could 2021 be the year when 
likely-soon-to-be-former president Trump 
starts his rumored Fox News competitor? 
With talent like Kayleigh McEnany and 
Sidney Powell, ready to wrangle cameras 
and dazzle audiences, Donald Trump may 
be able to return to his TV roots with more 
power than ever. 
Despite those funny bits, the 
continuing paroxysms of the American 
empire might still cause pains for those in 
the country. With the eviction moratorium 
ending December 31 and no second stimulus 
cheques on the way, there may be horror 
and homelessness on the horizon for some. 
Though Joe Biden has promised to be the 
great uniter, this is a problem that he must 
address immediately or risk there not being 
much of a country to unite come summer. 
Here in Canada, vaccine worries, and 
distribution could be a whole problem in 
and of itself. With arrival dates currently 
unconfirmed and the regular paranoias of 
ineffectiveness and side effects running 
rampant, actually delivering a vaccine to 
the people could be a larger problem than 
anticipated. In fact, a recent CBC news 
article outlines efforts and plans to track 
the distribution and results of the vaccine 
campaign in a manner never done before. 
All this however will be happening against 
the backdrop of continued outbreaks and 
increasing levels of social uneasiness. 
Whether enough of the public waits their 
turn to get vaccinated may depend in no 
small part on how well people have adjusted 
to the continued state of fear versus how 
badly the virus has ravaged the country.
But there is hope for a rescheduled 
Olympic game to look forward to. If 2021 
can bring anything to the fore it will be 
another crack at athletic glory to help shift 
gazes from the feelings of desolation that 
have grown and expanded over the year. At 
this point, any mention of the games would 
be welcome.
If 2020 showed us but one thing, it’s 
that prediction is impossible, and that 
adaptation is the way of survival. The motto 
from game show Big Brother is the new way 
of life: “Expect the unexpected.”
What will 2021 bring?
 › Can you expect the unexpected?
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Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Originally, this year was the year where me and my family would go to Toronto 
for my sister’s graduation ceremony, go 
to the play Kim’s Convenience downtown, 
volunteer at the Vancouver International 
Jazz Festival, and go to Japan for the 
Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo. The 
major events that happened this year 
forced me to stay in the Lower Mainland 
most of time, as the world was sliding 
out of control. The year began with a lot 
of snow falling outside and a few of the 
staff at the Other Press going to the NASH 
Convention in downtown Vancouver for a 
fun three days.
During the convention, we talked to 
other journalists in student newspapers 
across the country; we talked about the 
changing times just before an Iranian 
missile accidentally shot down a plane—
causing a lot of Canadian casualties. 
The passing of legendary basketball 
player Kobe Bryant and his daughter in 
a helicopter crash was the beginning of 
many famous people passing away this 
year including Black Panther’s Chadwick 
Boseman and recently the original James 
Bond, Sean Connery. Also, the country 
lost the host of Jeopardy, Sudbury’s Alex 
Trebek who expanded viewers’ knowledge 
around the world.
When the coronavirus outbreak 
turned into a pandemic and arrived in 
the Lower Mainland, it made things more 
interesting. A lot of places during the 
first wave were closed including movie 
theatres. There were not a lot of films 
being released this year and the only 
big film that was released was Tenet. 
Hopefully I will still be able to see it in 
IMAX once the pandemic ends.
More people wore masks and learned 
a new type of social engagement called 
social distancing. Everyone stayed home 
and tried to do things by finding new 
hobbies, reviving pastimes, creating a lot 
of content and trends. I watched some of 
the Blu-rays of films from The Criterion 
Collection that I got and shows that I was 
behind on in the many streaming services 
that I have in my house.
Hand washing became more frequent 
when two men did a dance to a song about 
it on TikTok which John Oliver called a 
jam. While TikTok was almost banned 
in the United States, a lot of people 
were using it and it spread a lot of social 
awareness. The world is more diverse than 
last year after the many protests related 
to the police handling of black people 
including George Floyd.
The major events this year changed 
the way that we think about various 
people like Justin Trudeau’s handling 
of the WE Charity controversy and JK 
Rowling’s tweets that people considered 
transphobic. The outcome of the US 
election this year riveted our attention 
as voters decided (which some are 
contesting) to put Joe Biden in the White 
House to save not only the soul of the 
country but, in my opinion, the rest of the 
world as well.
One of the major holidays that is 
not cancelled this year is Christmas. We 
can still listen to holiday music, drink 
hot chocolate, have conversations during 
the big feast, and play in the snow. 2020 
is one of those years that everyone will 
remember and while there is a chance that 
a vaccine will be available in the next few 
months, 2021 might make us feel like this 
year didn’t even happen. At least I hope so.
2020: A historic and revolutionary restart
 › Thoughts on a surprising year
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
There is a pandemic sweeping the world. This pandemic is causing workers to 
be lethargic, lazy, and unkempt as they 
sit around their homes casually doing a 
load of laundry or watching the antics 
on Live with Kelly and Ryan. No, this 
pandemic is not the coronavirus, but it is 
a factor in the rise of this scourge. It is a 
problem occurring in the home offices and 
makeshift dining room office tables of the 
world. The virus is that of time theft.
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
many companies have asked their 
employees to work from home. This has 
led to a lot of think pieces prophesizing the 
occurrence of time theft, where employees 
spend time where they should be working 
doing non-related work tasks. Searches 
online will yield many articles detailing how 
we might go about solving time theft, but 
there is one aspect of fixing time theft that 
none of them bring up: it’s time that we get 
rid of the concept of work hours entirely.
The concept of the standard eight-
hour work day, which is commonly 
considered a full day of work, comes from 
a man named Robert Owen in 1817 who 
advocated for it because he believed that 
a person could spend eight hours at work, 
eight hours sleeping, and have eight hours 
of recreation. This idea took off and began 
to be advocated by many labour groups 
and unions. Over 100 years later, it was 
officially established in the United States 
under the Fair Labour Standards Act, and 
later in Canada in the 1960s. The number 
of hours someone works is not limited to 
what constitutes a full workday. Canada 
uses it to determine what a full-time job is, 
and how much employment insurance you 
should get if you are laid off. Canada even 
has a whole employment structure called 
the minimum wage which is determined 
by the hour. With so much at stake, time 
theft does seem like a big problem, but how 
do we solve it? Instead of micromanaging 
time, or going to new automated systems, 
maybe it’s time to rethink the idea of work 
hours all together?
That is the concept of “make your 
own hours,” where employees are judged 
not by the hours they work, but that they 
get the work done. If we judged work based 
on what needs to be done, we might find 
that people will be more productive. As 
for what people will be paid, the answer 
to that is already in practice. Everyone 
will be paid a flat salary when they work. 
Instead of counting nickels and dimes on 
everyone’s paycheques, someone will be 
paid a salary already negotiated when they 
were hired and adjusted at various times of 
employment, through either a monthly or 
yearly number. Advocates of the four-day 
work week have argued that people still get 
their work done outside of the eight-hour 
work week, showing that the archaic idea of 
an eight-hour workday is just that: archaic.
However, not all time should be 
abolished. Time should still be judged to 
avoid situations like employers forcing 
workers to work 12 or 18 hours in a day, but 
for most, the idea of work should not be 
judged by a system established decades 
ago. Some are predicting that we may 
be entering an era of a new progressive 
movement in the near future, where we 
begin to tackle the norms of society in 
the hopes of abolishing or improving on 
those norms. If this is the case, maybe 
society needs to look not at preventing the 
problem of time theft but abolishing, or in 
some cases improving on the mechanism 
that is leading to time theft. Afterall, the 
phrase is a hard day’s work, not a hard 
time’s work.
No time to work
 › Why we need to get rid 
of the antiquated idea of 
judging work by time
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Many Christmas albums have been released over the many decades. 
They are comprised of the same repetitive 
songs sung by many different artists. 
My favourite Christmas album is Elvis’ 
Christmas Album, which includes 
the King’s legendary version of “Blue 
Christmas.” But in the spirit of 2020, 
here is a new Christmas album with a 
pandemic theme that will never see the 
light of day. However, if you are bored 
due to COVID-19—you can sing these 
wonderfully rewritten versions (and write 
your own lyrics too) of songs that once 
were your favourite Holiday Classics!
• I Saw Mommy Coughing on Santa 
Claus  
• O Little Town of Covid
• Frosty the Asymptomatic Snowman
• O Come, All Ye Infected
• I'm Already Home for Christmas
• Santa Claus is Not Comin’ to Town
• All I Want for Christmas Is for You to 
Wear a Mask
• Have Yourself a Very Isolated Little 
Christmas
• It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like 
Yesterday
• Baby It’s Covid Outside
• The First Noel… to receive a $230 fine
• The Twelve Days of Transmission
• (There’s No Place Like) A Crowded 
Yaletown Condo for the Holidays
• Anti-mask song: You’re a Mean One, 
Dr. Henry
• Feliz Navidad… less than two metres 
bad!
• Here Comes Santa Claus… into ICU
• Grandma Got Run Over by a Ventilator 
The Little Quarantined Boy
• Tunes suited to your pandemic mood
• Comic: COVID Christmas
• Comic: Stay in your bubble
...and that's everything!
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New pandemic 
Christmas 
album 
unreleased
 › Tunes suited to your 
pandemic mood
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COVID Christmas
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Stay in your bubble
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Other Press AGM will be scheduled for December 28, 2020 at 6:00pm. Due to COVID our 
AGM will be held virtually. We will go over Constitutional amendments, review our audit for 
the year, and elect a new Board of Directors. 
Please email editor@theotherpress.ca for the link.
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Morgan Hannah
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if i saw success 
i’d look back on memories
with new-found fondness
despite a secret—
success is repetition 
of tasks one enjoys
Sad 
Circle
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Creative Works
Lullaby
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
the beauty of the world cannot compare
to the streaks of sunlight in your hair
if plums and sugar can be compared to honey
then to the sun, darling, you’re twice as sunny
sunset cherry lilac sky
twirling by the ocean. do you know why
I won’t name the undercurrents that remind me of you
sleep now! you’re going to get there soon
sleep now, singing with the moon
you can dance and play for the entire day
it might be hard, but you’ll be okay
the stars and streetlights know your plight
waking up to the sun. you’ll be alright
sleep now! you’re going to get there soon
sleep now, singing with the moon
sleep now! you’re going to get there soon
sleep now, singing with the moon
the beauty of the world cannot compare
to the streaks of sunlight in your hair
if plums and sugar can be compared to honey
then to the sun, darling, you’re twice as sunny
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
So
n
am
 K
al
o
ti
Crossword
ACROSS
1. Disagreement
5. Cleveland NBAers, for 
short
8. Pile
12. Fully committed
14. Hubbub
15. __ Mater
16. Exposed, in a way
18. Kind of wax
20. “Digital” toys?
22. “Quod __ 
demonstrandum”
23. Pitch
24. Despicable Me (2010) 
protagonist
27. Not near
29. Obtain
31. Many November babies
33. Offline, for short
34. Bruins great Bobby
35. Wear away
36. Prefix for “trust” or 
“matter”
37. Inexperienced folk, in 
slang
40. Citric, e.g.
41. Property claims
43. Tolkien creature
44. AKA Thomas Anderson
45. Aim
47. “__ favor”
48. Mme. overseas
49. Letters after an elite 
athlete’s name
50. Really tiny
52. A Hawaiian island
54. Seabird native to the 
North Pacific
59. Money matters
62. Pour out
63. Hard work
64. First responder, for 
short
65. Gives the axe to
66. Posh
67. Caustic solution
68. Muscovite denial
DOWN
1. Corp. money manager
1. Someone not to mess 
with, for short
2. The Time Machine race
3. Entrepreneur Musk
4. Potato variety
5. Post-secondary inst. in 
North Van
6. Get used (to)
7. __ sword
8. Part of an axe
9. Legolas, for one
10. Pal, in Paris
11. Skillet
13. __-do-well
17. Smaug, for one
19. Eagle nest
21. Prefix meaning “wing”
24. Merchant
25. AM/FM devices
26. Not new
27. Ornamental topper
28. Blood vessel
30. Military unit
32. Breakfast option, 
perhaps
36. Vocal range
38. Dwell on
39. Minor wound
42. Attach a button
34. Male falcon
51. Foe
53. Breathe heavily
54. Healthy
55. Italian noble house
56. Rage
57. “Understood.”
58. Tree house?
59. Super-high-speed abbr.
60. Debt letters
61. Veto
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19
20 21
22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 32
33 34 35
36 37 38 39 40
41 42 43 44
45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52 53
54 55 56 57 58
59 60 61 62
63 64 65
66 67 68
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Happy
Holidays!
The Douglas Students' Union 
will be closed from 
December 22, 2020 - January 4, 2021
S E E  Y O U  I N  T H E  N E W  Y E A R !
